Center Fire Benchrest Match – Thanksgiving Weekend: October 13, 2013 at 
Mission District Rod and Gun Club: 
It is always tough to know what kind of turnout one will have with a Holiday weekend, especially in hunting season. Those of us who could make the match and had others to baste the turkey had a wonderful morning and some of the most competitive matches to date. It was crystal clear, cold and windless. We were joined for the second time by Aubrey White who now hails from the Osoyoos area and once again with his Barnard action 30 BR and Bartlein barrel, he showed the way. Mind you he brought along a personal coach, Len Grinnell so he was kept informed of how his competitors were doing. I tried to mess him up by placing one of my flags in his way but spry as Aubrey is, he jogged out to the 250 yard mark moved it a bit, and sprinted back saying,  “ Let’s go Boys, I am ready!” Nothing worked to stop him.

In the past we have only shot at 100 and 200 yard ranges. The Mission range is a full 300 yards but we had not taken advantage of that before. A few weeks ago I joined Rick Graham, Richard Nicol, Ted Larsen and 8 others of our American shooting colleagues at their monthly informal match at the Kenmore Range in Bothell WA.  They regularly shoot 200 and 300 yard matches and are well known for the Siebert and Frombach matches. I really enjoyed the 300 yard challenge at Kenmore so at MDRGC we decided to try some 300 as well. We started with the regular 100 yard procedure. We shot 5 score shots on each of two targets at 100- one score shot per bull. Then we moved up to 200 yards, firing two shots per bull on a 200 yard target. Finally we added several more clicks to the vertical and fired two shots per bull on the 300 yard target. 
Our smart American friends had figured out that at 200 and 300 yards you could cut target costs in half by doubling up shots and at that range it was very rare to see two bullets cut the paper in exactly the same spot. Honest folks that we are on both sides of the border, there was no problem ensuring that indeed two shots had been first to each bull.
For both the 100 and 200 yard match the air was dead still but in the 300 match it started to flutter the flags a bit and shifted a couple of times. It caught a few of us out. Wind effect at 300 yards is significant. Scores were the closest we have had in a very long time. 
Joe Mendham has uncanny wind doping skills but with no wind he lost one of his advantages over most of us and allowed us to get into the scoring range he is usually in all by himself. The 30 BR rifles two of us were shooting further reduced Joe’s usual accuracy advantage. 
Frank Oblak was working on a new barrel (he makes his own!) and it is coming along nicely. Lowell had a barrel/calibre compatibility problem and was unable to shoot. Sam had another very good day, beating Joe at 100 yards with a BAT rifle that Joe sold him (and probably wished he had not) 

It was also a close match between our two factory shooters. Michael Boyce had Gunsmith Remple design an attachment that made it easier to shoot from the bench on his .308 Blaser; that boosted him a bit above Art Harder whose SAKO 6ppc needs a new barrel, this one having 6000 or more rounds through it.

As usual we enjoyed the coffee, scoring and stories that followed and everyone was able to head home with lots of time for Thanksgiving preparations.
Next Club Match will be on Sunday November 10, 2013. Registration 8:30 AM. Match at 9:00-12:00, $5 target fee  
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	Name
	
	Cal
	100 yds
	
	
	200 yds
	300 yds
	
	

	
	
	
	T1
	T2
	100 Agg.
	T1
	T1
	Grand Ag
	Place

	Aubrey White
	Benchrest
	30BR
	54
	52
	106
	100
	102
	308
	1

	Jim Latham
	Benchrest
	30BR
	54
	53
	107
	101
	98
	306
	2

	Joe Mendham
	Benchrest
	6 ppc
	51
	53
	104
	102
	99
	305
	3

	Sam Parrotta
	Benchrest
	6 ppc
	53
	52
	105
	98
	99
	302
	4

	Frank Oblak
	Benchrest
	6 BR
	51
	49
	100
	101
	100
	301
	5

	Lowell Boyd
	Benchrest
	 6 ppc  
	DNF
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Michael Boyce
	Factory
	308
	51
	48
	99
	94
	94
	287
	1 Factory

	Art Harder
	Factory
	6ppc
	49
	50
	99
	91
	93
	283
	2 Factory


